
The Tama County Conservation Board met in regular session on Wednesday, May 2, 2012, in the library, Tama County 
Nature Center, Otter Creek Park.  
 
Chair Anderson called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.. Members present were: Adolphs, Anderson, Keenan, McCool, 
and Wrage.  
 
Also present:  
 
Etzel Wise Ken Miller, Jr Ken Miller III 
Bruce Muecke Jim Allen Allan Atchison Steve Van Hamme 
Chris Van Hamme Paul Van Hamme David O’Connor Mackie Tanke 
Diana Tanke Bob Tesar Tim Van Hamme Whitney Lacina 
Lonnie Lacina Butch Kroeger Randy Thompson Marty McCoy 
Jeff Else D.D. Davis Galen Musgrave Dan Stubbs 
John Novak Tom Tesar Les Koch Dick Ridout 
Jeff Shaw Vic Bjork Rob Wobeter Nick Kubik 
Bill Boyd Gabrielle Tanke Julian Tanke Ray Rozevink 
Chad Princehouse Garrett Princehouse Kendall Jordan Steve Ferrari 
Jim Smith Brett Reece Bob Mullen Mark Patterson 
 

Minutes from the regular session of April 4, 2012, were read. It was moved by Wrage, seconded Keenan to accept the 
minutes as read, carried. (All voting aye) 

The following bills were presented: 
TO BE PAID FROM GEN'L 
FUND       

    Amount of Bill Category Total 

0001-22-6100-000-26000 
Office Supplies       

Staples Credit Plan 
#2448129001 mailing labels 1" x 22-5/8" (2 
pk) 24.78 24.78 

0001-22-6100-000-41200 
Postage       

USPS 100- $0.45 stamps 45.00 45.00 
0001-22-6100-000-41400 
Telephone       

Verizon 16Apr11, 484-2231 (office) 9.90   

  19Apr11, 484-4157 (payphone) 12.27   

  16Apr11, 484-5314 (shop) 11.40   

Windstream 
17Apr11, 484-2231 (office), 484-4157 
(payphone) 126.39   

  17Apr11, 484-5314 (shop) 56.44   

    216.40 216.40 
0001-6110-101-22-223 
Salary- Main Supervisor       

Wise, Craig 13-Apr-12 1,554.40   

  27-Apr-12 1,554.40   

    3,108.80 3,108.80 
0001-6110-101-22-226 
Salary- Conserv Tech       

Dolash, Ron 13-Apr-12 1,428.80   

  27-Apr-12 1,428.80   

    2,857.60 2,857.60 
0001-6110-101-22-224 
Salary- seasonal       



Bergmann, Sandi 27-Apr-12 76.38   

Gettle, Clayton 27-Apr-12 76.38   

    152.76 152.76 
0001-22-6110-000-25050 
Fuel       

New Century FS, Inc 
#000285 27Mar12 unleaded gasohol (216.7 
gals) @ $3.2096/gal 695.52   

  FET (LUST) 0.22   

  State Motor Fuel Tax @ $0.19 per gal 41.17   

  Hazmat fee 1.95   

  
#000286 27Mar12 181.0 gals DX gold diesel 
15 ppm @ $3.3969/gal 614.84   

  FET (LUST) 0.18   

  Hazmat fee 1.63   

    1,355.51 1,355.51 
0001-22-6110-000-25450 
Mt Veh- Minor Repair       

J&V Auto Parts #437309 flat black, reflectors (4) 20.85 20.85 
0001-22-6110-000-29252 
Main & Supplies       

Etzel, Robert 
Registration- Dist 1 Mtg- Boone County 
(Etzel, Wise) 16.00   

IACCB #200 Outdoor Guides (20) 60.00   
Iowa Falls Fire Ext Sales & 
Service 

#919 annual inspection- extinguishers & tags 
(32) @ $4 ea 128.00   

Grainger 
#9798570280 lamps- 60A bug (12), F13BX 
(10), 65R30/FL (6) 272.36   

  75Par38 (6), batteries AA (24) and D (12)     

Premier Office Equipment 
#010140 Premier Platinum Plan, Sharp AR-
651 copier thru 30Apr12 49.08   

Schade Lime & Rock 
15Mar12 Truck 272.42T 1" rd stone to OCP- 
roads 1,920.56   

  
20Mar12 Truck 90.84T 1" rd stone to OCP- 
roads 640.42   

Tama County Highway 
Dept #27 drug & alcohol screen- Dolash  6Apr12 35.00   

Wendling Quarries #465343 90.84T 1" rd stone @ $8.75/T 794.86   

Wilkerson Hardware 
#B121621 tape, vent;#B122450 ant traps 
and bait;#B122566 super glue 31.43   

    3,947.71 3,947.71 
0001-22-6110-000-43100 
Electricity       

Grundy Co REC 
OCP thru 1Apr12, 4,495 kwh- meter #1, 
3,965 kwh- NC 817.60 817.60 

  Total Bills Submitted, Gen'l Budget    $        12,547.01  

        
FROM NATURE CENTER 
TRUST       
0031-22-6120-000-29272 
Main & Supplies       

Des Moines YMCA Camp 
25Apr12 4th grade field day- pay for 
Naturalists, 82 students @ $9.75 ea 799.50   

Total Bills Submitted, Nature Center Trust    $             799.50  



        

Total All Bills Submitted    $        13,346.51  
 
Moved by Adolphs, seconded Wrage to approve bills, carried. (All voting aye). 
 
Reports and Correspondence. Staff Report Wise reported on work started or completed during April including 
opening of facilities- Hladik Roadside Park, Otter Creek Lake and Park campgrounds, TF Clark Park; mow fire breaks, 
paint trash barrels, plant trees, clean fire rings, open all restrooms, prepare for emergency responder drill, mow Wolf 
Creek Trail, clear trees from trail, remove winter equipment from snow-blower and dump truck./Summer staff Etzel 
reported the Seasonal Park Rangers will start for the season on May 4 with the Seasonal Conservation Aides to begin 
on May 7./Environmental Education Etzel reported that eighty-two 4

th
 grade students from North Tama and Dysart 

Elementary attended the field day held at Otter Creek Lake & Park on April 25. Also the board was reminded the 5
th
 

grade field day hosted by the Tama SWCD will be held at the park on May 16. 
 
Izaak Walton Shooting Facility A group of interested and concerned shooters from the area and landowners adjacent 
to the facility visited with the Conservation Board concerning the temporary closure of the facility and future plans for 
the area. Etzel explained some of the escalating problems being experienced at the range and asked for the support of 
the responsible shooters in the area to work together to find solutions to return the facility to its intended use.  
 
Etzel relayed that the goal is: To return the facility to its original intended use and provide a safe and neighborhood 
friendly facility where responsible shooters can hone skills and share the joys and challenges of safe shooting sports 
with our youth while developing skills for hunting.  
 
Those in attendance bounced around ideas to make the facility safer, more neighborhood friendly, and possible 
improvements to the site. Some of the topics and ideas discussed included: need for more responsible use of the 
range, reducing the amount of trash left on the site, ways to address ricochet, the current lease on the property, 
institution of a membership fee with restricted access to the site, develop tighter rules and enforcement of the rules, 
erect vandalism resistant shooting stations, how to better accommodate the different users of the facility (rifle, pistol, 
archery, shotgun). 
 
Chairman Anderson encouraged those persons in attendance that would be interested in serving on a committee made 
up of responsible shooters, adjoining landowners, and representatives of the County Conservation Board to indicate 
their interest by putting a “yes” beside their name on the sign in sheet. The committee will meet during May to generate 
a plan to address the problems with the goal of presenting the plan at the next Conservation Board meeting of June 6, 
2012. (Note: It was decided during discussions the committee will meet at 7 p.m., Tuesday, May 8, at the Tama County 
Nature Center.) 
 
Anderson thanked everyone for attending, showing their concern and support of the facility, and sharing their ideas. 
 
It was moved by Adolphs, seconded McCool that an Ike’s Tract Advisory Committee be formed to work through issues 
and recommend a course of action to the Board, carried. (All voting aye) 
 
Etzel shared that Gary Thien, Thien Farm Management, had contacted him relative to the Salt Creek Mitigation Bank, 
located in Sec. 26, York Township. Thien had indicated that the wetland mitigation bank known as Salt Creek Mitigation 
LLC, would likely be closed following inspections in June, as all wetland credits have been sold.  
 
The Tama County Conservation Board holds an “Option to Purchase” on the site. If the bank is closed Thien would like 
to close on the property by the end of July. The tract measures 77.19 acres in size with approximately 48 acres being 
wetland. 
 
The Board discussed their options regarding the property. (1) They may exercise their option to purchase the tract, (2) 
they may transfer their option to purchase to another conservation agency that is a 501(c)(3) under rules of the IRS, or  
(3) they may choose not to exercise their option.  
 
If the Board does not exercise the option to purchase they will become the holders of the conservation easement on the 
property under terms agreed to in 2006. As holder of the easement the Board will be bounded in perpetuity to enforce 
the terms of the easement with whomever owns the property at any given time. As stated in the ”option to purchase” 
the Conservation Board will receive $25,000 from Salt Creek Mitigation LLC, as an easement fee. This fee will be held 
to help cover any future expenses incurred while enforcing the easement. 
 
After discussion it was moved by Wrage, seconded Keenan to discuss with the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 
strategies to pursue acquisition of the property, carried. (All voting aye) 



 
After discussion of assorted conservation topics it was moved by Adolphs, seconded Wrage to adjourn, carried, 
Adjourned 9:15 p.m.. 
 
 
 

______________________                                               ______________________ 
CHAIR                                                                            VICE-CHAIR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


