
The Tama County Conservation Board met in regular session on Wednesday, March 2, 2011, in the library, Tama 
County Nature Center, Otter Creek Park. 
 
Acting chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.. Members present were: Anderson, Benda, Keenan 
and Wrage. Also present: Etzel and Wise. Note: Chair Adolphs was unable to attend this meeting. As per board 
procedure the Vice-chair becomes the Acting Chair for the meeting with the board member with the next 
nearest term ending date serving as acting vice-chair. Anderson serving as acting chair, Benda as vice-chair. 

Minutes from the regular session of February 9, 2011, were read. It was moved by Wrage, seconded Keenan to accept 
the minutes as presented, carried. (All voting aye) 

The following bills were presented: 
TO BE PAID FROM GEN'L 

FUND       

    
Amount of 

Bill 
Category 

Total 

0001-22-6100-000-41200 
Postage       

Etzel, Robert As per one (1) receipt 15.95 15.95 
0001-22-6100-000-29400 
Uniforms       

Etzel, Robert 28Feb11 Dillard's- one pr slacks 47.70 47.70 
0001-22-6100-000-41400 
Telephone       

Verizon 16Feb11,  484-2231 (office) 32.22   

  19Feb11, 484-4157 (payphone) 12.09   

  16Feb11, 484-5314 (shop) 11.39   

Windstream 18Feb11,  484-5314 (shop) 57.06   

  
18Feb11, 484-2231 (office), 484-4157 
(payphone) 125.13   

    237.89 237.89 
0001-6110-101-22-223 
Salary- Main Supervisor       

Wise, Craig 4-Feb-11 1,524.00   

  18-Feb-11 1,524.00   

    3,048.00 3,048.00 
0001-6110-101-22-226 
Salary- Conservation Tech.       

Dolash, Ron 4-Feb-11 1,401.60   

  18-Feb-11 1,401.60   

    2,803.20 2,803.20 
0001-22-6110-000-25450 Mt 
Veh- Minor Repair       

Carquest of Toledo #14452-35386 tape;#14452-35923 oil, oil filter 46.76   

USS Polaris 
#077321 repair blade (Arps)- weld pivot point, 
crack 175.00   

    221.76 221.76 
0001-22-6110-000-29252 
Main & Supplies       

Menard's #78047 paint & paint supplies 107.79   

Poweshiek Water Assoc. 
Water, OCP- West   21Feb11meter read, Prev: 
46K, Current: 52K, Used: 6K 66.20   

  
Water, OCP- East   21Feb11 meter read, Prev: 
38K, Current: 39K, Used:1 K 38.00   

Premier Office Supply #77781, Premier Platinum Plan Sarp AR-651 46.60   



copier 

Scharnweber Water Cond. 
23Feb11, caps, copper pipe, conduit, misc 
electrical 22.07   

Spahn & Rose Lumber #2663348 sealant, gorilla glue, steel, saw blades 63.03   

Tama County Highway Dept. #212 3.7T road salt @ $76.40/T 282.68   

Tama County Solid Waste 28Feb11 Landfill fees- Feb 10.00   

Wilkerson Hardware 
#B98937 keys;#B98904 Keys;#B99388 paint, 
misc;#B99971 propane cyl, etc. 68.35   

    704.72 704.72 

0001-6110-431-22 Electricity       

Grundy Co REC OCP thru 1Feb11, 7,730 KWH- meter #1,  688.04   

  5,770 kwh- meter #2 (NC) 330.22 

  Security light charge 18.00 

  maintenance light charge 96.00 

    1132.26 1,132.26 

Total Bills Submitted, General Fund 8,211.48 

TO BE PAID FROM NATURE 

CTR TRUST       

0031-22-6120-000-29272 
Supplies       

earthdayshirts.com 
Inv#082013 Earth Day shirts for Fun Nite, "Go 
Green frog" 9 @ $7.95, 3 @ $10.95 104.40   

  
#082677, Earth Day Sunflower 10 @ $7.95, 2 @ 
$10.95 101.40   

  Frog on Surfboard 6 @ $7.95 47.70 

Total Bills Submitted, Nature Center Trust 253.50 

  Total All Bills Submitted  $       8,464.98  
 
Moved by Wrage, seconded Keenan to approve bills, carried. (All voting aye). 
 
Reports and Correspondence. Staff Report Wise presented information on work started or completed in February 
including: Nature center benches stained, renovate Columbia Wildlife Area sign, replace alternator on ’05 Dodge, 
repairs to warehouse, repair sentry light at Nature Center, perform winter training, begin trimming trees at Otter Creek 
Park, repair boat house furnace, disassemble iron filter – east well house/Hansen Addition- Junk Vehicles- It was 
reported that most of the motor vehicles junked on Parcel C have been moved onto Hansen ground and are beginning 
to be readied for junking/ Additional staff Etzel reported he will develop a job description for the Board’s consideration/ 
Fun Night for the Nature Center Board members were reminded the annual fundraiser to benefit the Nature Center 
and its programs will occur on Saturday evening, March 26. The program will be presented by William Clark, Iowa State 
University on bobcats in Iowa, the auctioneer will be Marv & Nancy Boldt, and My Mother’s Place will be catering. 
Tickets will be forthcoming in the next few days to board and fundraising committee members. 
 
Tama County Community Foundation Grant Etzel reported that he will be submitting a grant application for funding 
of the Nature Center Exhibit component work. 
 
Heat Pump Failure- Nature Center The board considered information received since the last board meeting regarding 
the heat pump that has quit working. At the February board meeting the board passed a motion to acquire a new heat 
pump instead of repairing the existing one. Discussions since that meeting revealed the unit can be repaired for $1,886. 
This compares to a new unit costing $4,670.   
 
The Board discussed the pros and cons of a repaired unit to a new one. After discussion it was moved by Wrage, 
seconded Keenan, that in light of the tight budget and the likelihood the unit will perform for several more years once 
repaired that B&G HVAC Inc. be hired to rebuild the heat pump unit for an installed price of $1,886.00, carried. (all 
voting aye) 
 



Department of Justice Rule on Wheelchairs and Other Power Drive Mobility Devices (Trails) The Board 
discussed a recent rule established by the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) relative to accessible trails for persons 
covered by the American with Disabilities Act (ADA). The ruling addresses wheelchairs and “other power-driven 
mobility devices” (OPDMD). Etzel reported that regardless of current trail policy the board will need to assess the trails 
in its system using assessment factors as established by the DOJ to determine if any OPDMD’s will be allowed on the 
trails in the county. Etzel will report back to the board on this matter. 
 
Iowa DOT- Requests for Comments- Environmental Assessment Etzel shared information with the board regarding 
a request received from the Iowa DOT for comments to be used relative to an environmental assessment being done 
for widening of Highway 30 from just east of Tama to about 0.5 mi west of the Hwy 21/Hwy 30 intersection. The Board 
discussed concerns they had with the project.  
 
Points of concern include: 

� Requesting extra effort and innovation in the design phase to minimize the impact on the natural resources and 
scenic beauty along the corridor, especially from the Hwy 30/E-66 intersection to the east end of the project. 

� Possible negative impacts on natural areas on the project site or immediately adjacent to it (i.e. all creek 
crossings, small wetlands and riparian habitat, Otter Creek State Marsh, Iowa River, etc.) 
 

Etzel will draft and submit a letter expressing the concerns of the Conservation Board. 
 
Fees 
Camp fees The Board reviewed camping fee rates at other counties in central Iowa relative to setting camping fees for 
the 2011 camp season. After discussion it was moved by Keenan, seconded Benda that camp fee rates for the 2011 
season remain at the 2010 level, carried. (all voting aye) 
 
Camp Fees Rates- 2011 All rates are per adult living unit per night 
All units in RV camp section (except tents) $16  
Tents (in tent section only) $9 
Tents (with electric in tent section) $10 
Camp coupons   

Seven nights $98 ($14 per night) 
Fourteen nights $182 ($13 per night) 
Twenty-one nights $252 ($12 per night) 
 
Nature Center Rental Fees The Board discussed the current fee structure for rentals of the Tama County Nature 
Center. The rental fees are the same today as they were in 1995 when originally established. 
 
Nature Center Rental Schedule (through 2Mar11)  
Activity room with kitchen $100 (for a five hour block of time)  
Additional hours beyond five hour block $20 per hour 
Activity room only $80 ( for a five hour block of time) 
Library  $25 
Youth overnight $40 
Educational Rate $50 
 
After considerable discussion it was moved by Wrage, seconded Benda that the Nature Center fee structure be 
changed by deleting the activity room only option, by increasing the five hour base rate to $125 and the additional hours 
rate to $25 per hour, carried, (all voting aye) 
 
Nature Center Rental Schedule (effective 3Mar11)  
Activity room with kitchen $125 (for a five hour block of time)  
Additional hours beyond five hour block $25 per hour 
Library  $25 
Youth overnight $40 
Educational Rate $50 
 
 
Cedar River Watershed Working Group- Cedar River Education Project A letter received from Dennis Goemaat, 
Linn County Conservation, was shared with the Board. The letter pointed to an effort in the Cedar River watershed to 
assess and develop a “comprehensive education plan” which can be used to pursue grants to develop a watershed-
wide consortium to better educate the public regarding issues in the watershed relative to flooding, water quality, etc. 



 
Wolf Creek which flows across the northern part of Tama County is part of the Cedar River watershed. 
 
The letter is seeking financial support from County Conservation Boards in the watershed to help fund the planning 
effort. A suggested contribution of $1,000 was requested. After considerable discussion it was moved by Keenan, 
seconded Benda to contribute $200 to the effort, carried. (all voting aye) 
 
After discussion of assorted conservation topics it was moved by Wrage, seconded Keenan to adjourn, carried, 
Adjourned 8:30 p.m.. 
 
 

______________________                                               ______________________ 
CHAIR                                                                            VICE-CHAIR 


