
The Tama County Conservation Board met in regular session on Wednesday, November 3, 2010, in the library, Tama 
County Nature Center, Otter Creek Park. 
 
Chairman Wrage called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.. Members present were: Anderson, Benda, Keenan and 
Wrage. Also present: Etzel and Wise.  

Minutes from the regular session of October 13, 2010, were read. It was moved by Anderson, seconded Keenan to 
accept the minutes as presented, carried. (All voting aye) 

The following bills were presented: 
TO BE PAID FROM GEN'L 
FUND 

Amount of 
Bill Category Total 

0001-22-6100-00-41200 
Postage 

Etzel, Robert As per two receipts 23.56 23.56 
0001-22-6100-00-41400 
Telephones 

Iowa Telecom 484-5314 (shop), 17Oct10 61.61 
484-2231 (office),   484-4157 (payphone) 
17Oct10 124.73 

Verizon 16Oct10,  484-5314 (shop) 10.53 

19Oct10, 484-4157 (payphone) 11.85 

16Oct10, 484-2231 (office) 9.74 

218.46 218.46 
0001-22-6100-000-42200 
School of Instruction 

Etzel, Robert 
Lunch- 20Oct Cedar River Watershed Mtg, 
22Oct Great Places Banquet 30.50 30.50 

0001-6110-100-22-223 
Salary- Main Supervisor 

Wise, Craig 1-Oct-10 1,524.00 

15-Oct-10 1,524.00 

29-Oct-10 1,524.00 

4,572.00 4,572.00 

0001-6110-101-22-224 Salary 

Bergmann, Sandy 1-Oct-10 471.51 

15-Oct-10 445.63 

29-Oct-10 345.00 

Gettle, Clayton 1-Oct-10 485.61 

15-Oct-10 439.48 

29-Oct-10 315.19 

2,502.42 2,502.42 
0001-6110-101-22-226 
Salary- Conserv Tech 

Dolash, Ron 1-Oct-10 1,401.60 

15-Oct-10 1,401.60 



29-Oct-10 1,401.60 

4,204.80 4,204.80 
0001-6110-254-22-050 Mt 
Veh- Minor Repair 

Carquest 
#14452-29300 gear oil, 10W-30 (12), blades, 
filter (2) 92.83 

Central Iowa Farm Store #91697 hyd hose, freight 107.68 

200.51 200.51 
0001-6110-292-22-052 Main 
& Supplies 

Iowa Prison Industries 
#311421 signs- Wildlife Refuge 12x18 (15), 
Wolf Creek Trailhead (60x48), 995.00 
Wolf Creek Directional (84x24) (2), u-channel 
posts 84" (30) 

Poweshiek Water Assoc. 
TFCP thru Oct, Prev meter read: 5K, Current 
5K 35.00 
Water, OCP- West   20Oct10 meter read, 
Prev: 23K, Current: 29K, Used: 6K 66.20 
Water, OCP- East   20Oct10 meter read, 
Prev: 34K, Current: 37K, Used:3K 47.30 

Sevde Fire Extinguisher 
#9956 annual inspection (32), recharge 5# 
ABC unit, new 5# Abc unit 233.00 

Spahn & Rose Lumber 
#2659997 1x4x8 pine, 1x8x10 pine, entry lock 
(east well), key blanks, cement 52.93 

WW Grainger 
#9366310085 Lamps 65W (6), 250W (4), 
water additive, ear muff, ear muff pad 181.50 

Wilkerson Hardware #B92027 40# bag pellet saver, spray paint (2) 14.37 

1,625.30 1,625.30 
0001-22-6110-000-43100 
Electricity 

Grundy Co REC OCP thru 30Sep10, 11,346 KWH, meter #1 954.75 

1,254 KWH meter #2 99.73 

maintenance lights 96.00 

security lights 18.00 

Traer Municipal Utilities TFCP thru 14Oct10, 324 KWH 99.68 

1,268.16 1,268.16 
0001-22-6110-000-63000 Ag 
& Horticultural 

Central Iowa Farm Store 
Inv#7723 Kubota F3080 4WD diesel, out-front 
mower w/deck 24,306.00 

Trade-in Kubota F2880 mower w/deck -14,806.00 

9,500.00 9,500.00 
0001-22-6110-000-63700 
Shop Equip 

WW Grainger #9380212028 Ladder, 6', spec duty (step) 190.13 

Extension ladder, 16' 355.28 

545.41 545.41 

Total Bills Submitted, Gen'l Budget 24,691.12 



TO BE PAID FROM NATURE CENTER TRUST FUND 

0031-22-6120-000-29272 
Main & Supplies 

Lisa Rohach 
Reimburse $50 of $100 damage deposit for 
NC rental 50.00 

Total Bills Submitted, Nature Center Trust Fund 50.00 

TOTAL BILLS SUBMITTED $24,741.12 
 
Moved by Benda, seconded Keenan to approve bills, carried. (All voting aye). 
 
Reports and Correspondence. Staff Report Wise presented information on work started or completed in October 
including: begin park shut-down, off-season rates posted, cut native plantings in beds, Set posts to protect survey pins 
on Parcel C- Hansen Addition, TFCP vandalism, fence repair- Parcel D, Hansen Addition, bring in outdoor plants that 
are potted, winterize kiosk, pull and/or raise docks, close fish cleaning station, establish new parking lot for Parcel C- 
Hansen Addition./Otter Creek Lake Watershed Project Etzel reported that he had met with personnel of IDALS, DNR, 
and NRCS to review the progress on the Otter Creek Lake Watershed Project. The board will need to locate someone 
to perform a watershed plan. This will open up some possible funding streams./Hansen Addition Land Survey  
Clapsaddle-Garber surveyors have completed a survey of the boundary lines in the northeast corner of Parcel C. A 
tract 330’ x 660’ was separated from the original land parcel at the time of acquisition to remain with the previous land 
owner./ IACCB Annual Conference A flier for the IACCB annual conference to be held in Buchanan County on 
September 15- 17, 2011, was distributed./Questionnaires Nature Center renter questionnaires received during 
October were shared./ SWCD Banquet The annual Tama Soil & Water Conservation District banquet is to be held at 
the Nature Center on November 18./Question 1- November election The Board discussed the passing of Question 1 
on the ballot and the importance of supporting natural resource funding  in the state./Donation A $200 Nature Center 
donation from Heartland Insurance Risk Pool had been received. 
 
Hansen Addition 
Parcel A- Wetland Mitigation The Board discussed options regarding wetland mitigation and the pond project for 
Parcel A- Hansen Addition. Etzel reported on options that should be considered regarding the project. The Board 
discussed the following options relative to Army Corp of Engineer Permits: 

• Nation-wide permit- the most streamlined of the permits but requires wetland impact to be less than 0.5 acres. 
• Regional Permit- the next step of the permit process, requires additional public input on wetland impacts, has a 

longer permit process than the Nation-wide 
• Individual permit- this is the most lengthy and extensive of the permits 

 
NRCS staff has generated what would need to be done to bring the project under the nation-wide permit: 

• Pond sized reduced from 3.2 acres down to 1.6 acres 
• Resting pool elevation dropped five feet in elevation resulting in a smaller dam footprint 
• Pond depth dropped from 13’ maximum depth to 8’ maximum depth 

 
The Board discussed how the reduced pond size will be marginal as far as maintaining a population of fish for 
recreational angling in addition to serving as a silt pond. 
 
Possible scenarios considered included: 

• Pond remains 3.2 acres in size with anticipated wetland impacts of 0.8 acres 
• Reduce pond size down to 1.6 acres dropping wetland impacts at or below 0.5 acres 
• Design small wetland in drainage in lieu of a pond 
• Abandon project  

 
In-depth discussion of the project ensued. The Board considered the original goals for the project and economic 
scenarios associated with the project. 

• Provide a silt/recreational pond to 
o Slow water to reduce silt/chemicals/nutrients reaching Otter Creek Lake 
o Provide a pond fishing experience especially for younger anglers 
o Provide additional benefits to wildlife populations in the area 



o Provide an isolated wetland environment near to the Nature Center for future environmental educational 
use. 

• Economics 
o Fish Habitat Grant has been received to help construct the pond in the amount of $33,120 
o Cost of wetland mitigation report would still be required even if smaller pond or wetland was pursued. 
o Costs of mitigation will occur regardless. Where wetland mitigation sites will be placed are areas that 

wetland development was previously planned anyway. 
o Cost efficiencies provided through possible partnership with county engineer to meet wetland mitigation 

needs of the engineer’s projects will be beneficial to the water quality project . 
 

After considerable discussion Chairman Wrage called for any motions to follow a different course than the 3.2 acre 
pond originally approved by the Conservation Board. Board members were in agreement that the original goals are 
honorable and justified and should not be sacrificed to make the permit process easier. No motions were made. (Note: 
Board members again voiced frustration with the permit process and the additional costs forced upon quality small to 
mid-sized public projects that in their view will have many positive impacts for the public including wetlands, water 
quality and quality of life.) 
 
Information was provided regarding a possible agreement with the Tama County Engineer regarding the use of Hansen 
Addition properties to satisfy wetland mitigation needs of the County Roads Department. The Board reviewed the initial 
proposal suggested by the engineer. Etzel suggested that, as with any agreement, some fluidity will have to be 
anticipated as both parties work through the process. After discussion it was moved by Anderson, seconded Wrage to 
pursue a cooperative agreement with the county engineer regarding wetland development and mitigation sites on the 
Hansen Addition properties, carried. (all voting aye) 
 
Parcel C- Hansen Addition- Junk cars Tim Hansen had approached Etzel regarding the junked motor vehicles and 
parts thereof located on Parcel C- Hansen Addition. Hansen sought permission to remove the vehicles. The goal of the 
conservation board is to rid the property of not only the junked cars but also the tons of random junk present. Due to 
the tight timeline before winter a contract agreement was drafted with input from the Assistant County Attorney and 
signed by Hansen. Board members reviewed the contract. 
 
The agreement contains the following key points: 

• Hansen shall remove all refuse from Parcel C- Hansen Addition.  
• All non-motor vehicle refuse shall be removed first. Hansen has until January 1, 2011, to remove the non-

motor vehicle refuse. All non-motor vehicle refuse shall be removed at least one mile from park 
boundaries. 

• Once all non-motor vehicle refuse is removed and upon written approval of the Conservation Board 
Hansen will be able to remove motor vehicles as released by the County Conservation Board. This is 
pending “authority to transfer vehicle to a demolisher” permits being issued for the motor vehicles. 

• When Hansen is notified a motor vehicle has been released he has thirty days to move vehicle(s) off 
Parcel C and 180 days to move the vehicle(s) more than one mile from all park boundaries. 

 
The Board concurred the agreement was acceptable and would be of benefit to both parties. 
 
After discussion of assorted conservation topics it was moved by Anderson, seconded Keenan to adjourn, carried, 
Adjourned 8:30 p.m.. 
 
 
 

______________________                                               ______________________ 
CHAIR                                                                            VICE-CHAIR 


