
The Tama County Conservation Board met in regular session on Wednesday, February 10, 2016, in the library, Tama 
County Nature Center, Otter Creek Park.  
 
Chairman Adolphs called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.. Members present were: Adolphs, Atchison, Keenan and 
Wrage. Also present: Anderson, Etzel, Wise, Roy & Sara Silhanek (Tama), Brian Gumm (Toledo).  
 

Minutes from the regular session of January 6, 2016, were read. It was moved by Wrage, seconded Atchison to accept 
the minutes as read, carried. (All voting aye) 

The following bills were presented: 

TO BE PAID FROM GEN'L FUND       

    
Amount of 

Bill Category Total 
0001-22-6100-100-661 Salary- 
Director       
Etzel, Robert 15-Jan-16 1,977.58   
  29-Jan-16 1,977.58   
    3,955.16 3,955.16 
0001-22-6100-000-26000 Office 
Supplies       

Staples 
#1466670021 external hard drives (2), 
labels 198.97 198.97 

0001-22-6100-000-26100 
Magazines/Books       
Traer Star-Clipper 1 yr subscription 45.00 45.00 
0001-22-6100-000-41200 
Postage       
USPS 600 stamps @ $0.49 ea 294.00 294.00 
0001-22-6100-000-41400 
Telephone       
Verizon 16Jan16, 484-2231 (office) 24.92   
  16Jan16, 484-5314 (shop) 15.39   
  19Jan16, 484-4157 (payphone) 16.02   
  19Dec15, 484-4157 (payphone) 15.84   

Windstream 
20Jan16, 484-2231 (office), 484-4157 
(payphone) 136.83   

  20Jan16, 484-5314 (shop) 58.03   
    267.03 267.03 
0001-22-6100-000-48000 Dues & 
Membership       
CCDA 2016 Annual dues 40.00 40.00 
Salary- Main Supervisor       
Wise, Craig 15-Jan-16 1,699.20   
  29-Jan-16 1,699.20   
    3,398.40   
Salary- Conservation Tech       
Dolash, Ron 15-Jan-16 622.40   
Salary- Naturalist/Park Ranger       
Anderson, Chris 15-Jan-16 1,384.80   
  29-Jan-16 1,384.80   
    2,769.60   

  TOTAL SALARIES- MAIN & OPERATIONS 6,790.40 
0001-22-6110-000-25450 Mt Veh- 
Minor Repair       

J&V Auto Parts (NAPA) 
#489662 safety valve, press switch; 
#489697 fitting (3) 64.05 64.05 

0001-22-6110-000-29050 Min 
Equip- hand tools       
Tama Toledo Ace Hardware #007217 coping saw deep 6-3/4" 10.99 10.99 
0001-22-6110-000-29252 Main &       



Supplies 

Etzel, Robert 
21Jan16 Meal- Winterfest Training 
Workshop 10.00   

Menard's #15239 misc supplies 57.72   
Gaudineer, Comito, George LLP Legal fees (December) 64.00   

Poweshiek Water Assoc. 

Water, OCP- West, 20Jan16 meter 
read, Prev: 1177K, Cur: 1195K, Used: 
18K 179.00   

  
Water, OCP- East,20Jan16 meter read, 
Prev: 523K, Cur: 523K, Used:0 K 35.00   

  
Water- OCP Residence, 20Jan16 meter 
read, Prev: 0, Curr: 1K, Used 1K 39.00   

Tama County Extension 
12Jan16 core manuals (Pest Appl Cert) 
(2), Category manuals 2, 5, 6 110.00   

Tama Co Highway Dept #137 road salt 5.04T @ $75.94/T 382.74   
Tama Co Solid Waste 1Dec16 Landfill fees- December 31.00   

Tama Toledo Ace Hardware 
#007218 sandpaper; #007221 saw 
blades (4), wood glue (2) 33.24   

Wiese Tree Service 
#062005 cut down three large & two 
smaller basswood, trim trees- TFCP 1,100.00   

Wilkerson Hardware #B176952 flapper- toilet 4.49   
Wise, Craig 19 & 20Jan16  parking- Winterfest 5.50   
    2,051.69 2,051.69 
0001-22-6110-000-29400 
Uniforms       
Carpenter Uniform Co #406901, 2 uniform shirts (Anderson) 116.69 116.69 
0001-22-6110-000-43000 LP Gas       

New Century FS 
Pre-paid LP purchase, Ticket #32674, 
16Jan16     

  
800 gals LP @ $1.099/gal = $879.20, 
LPER = $4.00, HAZ = $7.20     

        

  
Begin Bal = $1,612.74, Current bal = 
$722.34     

0001-22-6110-000-43100 
Electricity       

Grundy Co REC 
OCP thru 1Jan16, 5,806 KWH- meter 
#1 612.70   

  Meter #2 (NC), 7,874 kwh 540.16   
  Security lights 156.00   
    1308.86 1,308.86 

  Total Bills Submitted, Gen'l Budget 15,142.84 

TO BE PAID FROM 
REAPAccount       
0023-22-0210-000-60096 REAP 
Account       

Tama County 
Portion of 1/2 of FY '16 allotment for 
Naturalist/Ranger Position 14,199.00   

  Total Bills Submitted, REAP Account 14,199.00 

TO BE PAID FROM LAD 
Account       
0027-22-0210-000-44720 LAD 
Account- FEMA- 2013 (disaster 
4126)       

Earthview Environmental 

#001C-07 Wetland Mitigation 
Monitoring, Services rendered 7Jun- 
31Dec15 1,680.00   

Scharnweber Water Cond. Water leak- west side OCP 7,788.00   

Tri-State Lock Service 
#33475 47 keys, re-key padlock- Ike's 
Tract; #33479 75 keys 618.00   



  Total Bills Submitted, LAD Account 10,086.00 

        
TO BE PAID FROM NATURE 
CENTER TRUST ACCOUNT       
0031-22-6120-000-29272 Main & 
Supplies       

Fareway Stores 
#00036879 materials- bow making 
class, soup, saltines 12.99   

Tama County 
Portion of 1/2 of FY '16 allotment for 
Naturalist/Ranger Position 2,500.00   

    2,512.99   
0031-22-6120-000-61094 
Permanent Improvements       

Museum Professionals 
#836 Phase 2- Conceptual & final 
design (Payment 3 of 6) 9,191.00   

  Total Bills Submitted, NC Trust Account 11,703.99 

  Total Bills Submitted $36,932.83 
 
 
Moved by Keenan, seconded Wrage to approve bills, carried. (All voting aye). 
 
 
Reports and Correspondence. Maintenance Report Wise 
reported on work started or completed during January: repair 
projects: picnic tables, toilet & ceiling tiles- Nature Center 
restroom, damage in boat storage building by coons, move 
snow, perform annual inspections and annual inventory, replace 
pressure switch (shop compressor), attend Winterfest 
workshop /Environmental Education Report Anderson 
relayed an update on the environmental education program 
including: holding Bow Building classes on 23Jan and 6Feb, planning for the 
upcoming Great Backyard Bird Count (February 13). /Wolf Creek Trail  Clapsaddle-
Garber, engineers for the project, are still working to get FEMA to provide requested 
documents so project can proceed./ Brian Gumm- Ross Street Roasting Gumm 
was introduced to the Board by Anderson. Gumm has graciously agreed to provide 
coffee for the Great Backyard Bird Count event. The Board thanked him for his 
contribution. /Izaak Walton Shooting Facility Etzel reported that the sign-up meeting 
held on Thursday, February 4, at the Nature Center saw seventy- seven people 
become authorized to use the facility in 2016 and 2017. Also reported was there will 
be at least one additional sign up class to be held this spring to allow additional people to become authorized. There 
were 129 shooters authorized to use the facility in 2014- 2015./Winterfest Workshop All full time staff attended the 
Winterfest workshop held in Waterloo on January 19- 21. /FY ’17 Budget Request It was reported the Supervisors had 
requested $8,000 be cut from the initial proposed budget. Areas cut to meet this request included Machinery and 
Equipment (-$6,000) and Fuels (-$2,000). The FY’17 budget as approved was presented to the board members. 
 
Izaak Walton Shooting Facility- Request by Young Guns Club  Roy and Sara 
Silhanek, representing the 4-H Young Guns Shooting Club, addressed the Board. 
The Young Guns were seeking permission to hold their weekly practice shoots at the 
facility during 2016. The club would like to use the range every Thursday evening 
from approximately 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. starting in April through October. Silhanek 
explained to the Board the club’s organization and membership and what they teach 
the kids relative to safe handling of guns. Membership in the club stands at about 
twenty youth from 3

rd
 grade through 9

th
 grade with most of the members in the junior 

high age group. Silhanek stated the club was part of the 4-H Shooting Sports 
program and had liability insurance. He also indicated the club would be available to 
perform service projects at the range. 
 
Silhanek also discussed the club’s desire to hold a competitive small bore event at the facility on June 4. He anticipated 
the shoot could draw 100 shooters and as many as 300 total persons on the facility. The Board asked many questions 
of Silhanek. Concern was voiced the facility could not accommodate such a large event safely. No motion was offered 
on this request. 



 
Many questions and concerns were raised regarding weekly use of the range by the club. Considerable discussion 
followed. Sara Silhanek indicated the club would not use the range the first Thursday of each month as that was their 
business meeting night.  
 
It was moved by Keenan, seconded Wrage to allow, on a trial basis, the Young Guns Club to use the Izaak Walton 
Shooting Facility, on Thursday evenings for the month of April. This use will be re-evaluated at the Conservation Board 
meeting in May to consider extending permission, carried. (Adolphs- aye, Atchison- nay, Keenan- aye, Wrage- aye) 
 
 
Job Opening- Conservation Technician/Park Ranger The Board discussed the job vacancy for the conservation 
board. Etzel shared an altered proposed time schedule due to the postponement of this month’s conservation board 
meeting. The only change is when the help wanted ad will appear in local papers. 
 
The Board reviewed the job description and job posting for the position. The documents as presented were acceptable 
to the Board. 
 
Discussion centered on the salary for the position. Board members discussed the wage and agreed a range for the 
position posting would be wise so the offer could be based upon experience. It was moved by Wrage, seconded 
Atchison the salary range for the position of Conservation Technician/Park Ranger be set at $37,045 ($17.81 per hr) to 
$39,375 ($18.93 per hr), carried. (all voting aye)  
 
Wolf Creek Trail The board discussed a request from an adjoining landowner regarding setting a policy on hunting 
along the Wolf Creek Trail ROW. Etzel shared that the Comet Trail in Grundy County does not allow hunting on their 
ROW. The Wolf Creek Trail connects to the Comet Trail. 
 
After discussion it was moved by Keenan, seconded Atchison that no hunting will be allowed on the right-of-way for the 
Wolf Creek Trail, carried. (all voting aye) 
 
After discussion of assorted conservation topics it was moved by Keenan, seconded Wrage to adjourn, carried. (all 
voting aye) Adjourned 9:20 p.m.. 
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