
The Tama County Conservation Board met in regular session on Wednesday, April 1, 2015, in the library, Tama 
County Nature Center, Otter Creek Park.  
 
Chairman Wrage called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.. Members present were: Adolphs, Atchison, Graff, and 
Wrage. Also present: Etzel and Wise.  

Minutes from the regular session of March 4, 2015, were read. It was moved by Atchison, seconded Graff to accept the 
minutes as read, carried. (All voting aye) 

The following bills were presented: 
TO BE PAID FROM GEN'L 
FUND 

   

  Amount of 
Bill 

Category 
Total 

0001-22-6100-100-661 
Salary- Director 

   

Etzel, Robert 27Mar15 Monthly salary for March 4,026.33 4,026.33 

0001-22-6100-000-26000 
Office Supplies 

   

Staples Credit Plan #1276481821 Ink- black & cyan, paper, labels, 
green paper 

167.65 167.65 

0001-22-6100-000-41200 
Postage 

   

Etzel, Robert as per one (1) receipt 1.89 1.89 

0001-22-6100-000-41400 
Telephone 

   

Verizon 16Mar15, 484-2231 (office) 13.43  

 19Mar15, 484-4157 (payphone) 15.84  

 16Mar15, 484-5314 (shop) 15.22  

Windstream 19Feb15, 484-2231 (office), 484-4157 (payphone) 133.86  

 19Feb15, 484-5314 (shop) 57.06  

  235.41 235.41 

0001-22-6100-000-63600 Office Equip & Furniture   

Staples Credit Plan #1276481821 Officejet Pro 8100 printer 149.99 149.99 

0001-6110-101-22-223    

Wise, Craig 13-Mar-15 1,650.40  

 27-Mar-15 1,650.40  

  3,300.80 3,300.80 

0001-6110-101-22-226 Salary    

Dolash, Ron 13-Mar-15 1,511.20  

 27-Mar-15 1,511.20  

  3,022.40 3,022.40 

0001-22-6110-000-25450 Mt 
Veh- Minor Repair 

   

J&V Auto Parts #478282 ring terminal, switch, batteries 32.68  

Lowry Equip. Inc. #8450L wiper motor, #8098L misc cartridges, filters, 
#12420 Credit 

295.20  

  327.88 327.88 

001-22-6110-000-29050 Min 
Equip- hand tools 

   

Hrabak Lumber #0156095-IN putty knife 7.62  

Tama Toledo Ace Hardware #004746 touch up brush, 3 pc design brush 4.58  

  12.20 12.20 



0001-22-6110-000-29252 
Main & Supplies 

   

Etzel, Robert 12Mar15 Parking- ISAC, 18Mar15 CCPOA- Wise, 
Etzel 

26.00  

Government Forms & 
Supplies 

#0300672 minute book, page inserts 176.20  

Menard's #88515 toilet flange repair kit, teflon tape, toilet bolt 
set 

16.85  

Hrabak Lumber #0156095-IN gallon of mud, #0156127-IN sheet 
rock (1) 

19.75  

Midwest Telephone Supply #314176 4.8V Ni-cad, shipping 25.29  

Poweshiek water Assoc Water, OCP- West   19Mar15 meter read, Prev: 
795K, Current: 819K, Used: 24K 

155.25  

 Water, OCP- East   19Mar15 meter read, Prev: 
325K, Current: 325K, Used: 0K 

35.00  

 Water, TF Clark Park 19Mar15 meter read, Prev: 
12K, Current: 12K, Used:0 K 

35.00  

Premier Office Equip. Inc. #1265193 Premier Platinum Plan, Sharp AR-651 
copier through 27Apr15 

52.80  

 Credit -41.32  

Tama Toledo Ace Hardware #004746 glue cove latex cart, tub caulk, ring wax 
bowl no seep 

17.25  

 #004699 strike lip, strike heavy duty 13.98  

Wilkerson Hardware #B164285 seal kit- Delta, faucet seat/spring 9.47  

  541.52 541.52 

0001-22-6110-000-43000 LP 
Gas 

   

New Century FS Pre-paid LP purchase, Ticket #23218, 11Mar15   

 650 gals LP @ $1.659/gal = $1,078.35, LPER = 
$3.25, HAZ = $5.85 

  

 Shop= 450 gals, Main residence = 200 gals   

 Begin Bal = $1,267.68, Current bal = $180.23   

0001-22-6110-000-43100 
Electricity 

   

Grundy Co REC OCP thru 1Mar15, 8,093 kwh- meter #1, 7,987 kwh- 
NC 

1,535.24 1,535.24 

    

Total Bills Submitted, Gen'l Budget 9,294.98 

    

FROM NATURE CENTER 
TRUST 

   

0031-22-6120-000-29272 
Main & Supplies 

   

My Mother's Place Fun Nite (28Mar15), 175 meals @ $9.00/meal 1,575.00 1,575.00 

0031-22-6120-000-29672 Art 
Supplies 

   

OMP #30654 items for Fun Night Auction 323.81  

Wild Wings #282439, #282531, #282763 items for Fun Night 
auctions 

857.67  

  1,181.48 1,181.48 

Total Bills Submitted, Nature Center Trust  $  2,756.48  

0027-22-0210-000-44720 LAD Account- FEMA 2013 (disaster 4126)   

Clapsaddle- Garber Assoc., 
Inc. 

Engineering Services- Wolf Creek Trail- Design & 
Coor, 95% complete 

3,375.00  



Total Bills Submitted, LAD Account  $  3,375.00  

    

Total All Bills Submitted  $15,426.46  

 
 
Moved by Adolphs, seconded Atchison to approve bills, carried. (All voting aye). 
 
Reports and Correspondence. Staff Report Wise reported on work started or completed during March including 
Columbia Wildlife- replace damaged signs, Otter Creek Park- cut willows in wetland, repair pay phone, paint & stain 
wood signs, repair raccoon damage to buildings, Nature Center restroom (basement)- paint, Prepare for spring 

opening- remove snow fence, open kiosk, distribute picnic tables, pull back rock onto road, install 
dock at boat ramp, set-up and take down for Fun Night fundraiser, put up Purple Martin houses, 
open west side of park, prepare mowers, clean silt pond covers, fill dirt in north loop camp area 
(sites 5 -11)/ Workshops attended- ISAC Spring Workshop in Des Moines- March 12 (Etzel), 
IACCBE Board of Directors- March 17 in Ames (Etzel), CCPOA Workshop on March 18 in Linn 
County (Etzel & Wise), Legislation SF357 has been introduced. This bill seeks to fund the 
Natural resources and Outdoor Recreation Trust Fund. The trust fund was established following 
62% approval of the voters in 2010. To date the trust fund has not received funding. This 

initiative, formerly known as Iowa’s Water and Land Legacy (IWill), will have far reaching positive effects on natural 
resources, outdoor recreation and quality of life in the state. The Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation is calling for 
supporters to contact their Senator seeking support of SF357./  IACCB Spring Board Member Workshop  Etzel 
reminded the board members about the upcoming workshop to be held on Saturday, April 18, at the Clinton County 
Ecotourism Center. / Fun Night for the Nature Center The Fun Night was held on Saturday evening, March 28. The 
event was a success with 170 people in attendance. Finicial breakdown on the event will be presented at the May 
board meeting./ Nature Center Exhibit Team It was reported the Exhibit Team will be meeting with Terry Brown, 
Museum Professionals for an update of the partially developed final design of Phase II- Exhibits on April 15./ 
Environmental Education The 4

th
 grade Field Day is slated for Monday, April 20. North Tama and Dysart Elementary 

students will be in attendance./ New Staff Etzel reported that nine applications had been received for the 
Naturalist/Park Ranger position. Deadline for applying is April 24. Interviews have been ongoing for two Seasonal 
Conservation Aide positions and one Seasonal Park Ranger. Decision on who is being offered a seasonal position is 
slated for the week of April 6./ Ike’s Tract Shooting Facility A sign-up meeting held on March 31 saw eleven new 
people sign up as authorized shooters for the facility bringing the total number of authorized shooters to 125. Atchison 
reported that the short range shooting benches have been completed. Also discussed was some recent damage at the 
range. Atchison reported that someone firing a shotgun had shot up a couple of the portable target holders, shot a 
support post for the target belts on the short range, and shot holes in the suspended target holders on the short range. 
Etzel will send out an informational e-mail to authorized shooters at the facility regarding the damage. 
 
Wolf Creek Trail Repair Mike Bearden, Clapsaddle-Garber reported to 
the board on updates regarding the trail repair. Design and planning is 
nearing completion. Current items that need to be decided include trail 
alignment relative to the C Ave bridge replacement and discussion 
regarding the major washout (FEMA mitigation site) west of C Ave. 
 
Bearden reported that Etzel and he had met with Lyle Brehm, County 
Engineer on March 6 to discuss issues relative to the bridge replacement 
on C Ave. Also present at the meeting were two adjoining landowners to 
the project.  
 
Relative to the trail alignment where it will cross the new C Ave and 170

th
 St courses the board discussed two possible 

options for the trail. Option 1 included the trail (staying on the south ditch) following the new 170
th
 St alignment to where 

it will “t” with C Ave, the trail would then cross over C Ave at that point and turn NW following the west shoulder of C 
Ave until it adjoins the original trail. Option 2 included having the trail follow the original trail alignment and cross 170

th
 

St and C Ave. 
 
Pros and cons were discussed. Option 1 posed problems with the ongoing maintenance of the trail without knowing 
what was being proposed by the County Engineer. By following the roadway in the ditch or on the shoulder will present 
issues with road stone being pushed onto the trail surface making it difficult to travel on.  
 



Option 2 will have a relatively sharp angle of crossing with the new 170
th
 St route of travel and will also have to cross C 

Ave. The Board felt that proper signage at the trail/170
th
 St and C Ave crossing could minimize the risks for foot and 

bike traffic crossing the two streets. 
 
After discussion it was moved by Adolphs, seconded Atchison that the trail maintain its current alignment while crossing 
170

th
 St and C Ave, carried. (All voting aye) 

 
Board members also felt that the County Engineer should replace any asphalt being removed where the new C Ave 
crosses the trail. Etzel will relay this to the Engineer. 
 
The Board discussed concerns being raised by the adjoining landowners regarding a proposed lowering of the trail 
grade as part of a mitigation with FEMA. (This site is approximately 3,500 feet west of C Ave). Bearden presented three 
options, (1) the original lowered elevation of the approved mitigation, (2) an elevation halfway between the mitigation 
and the original elevation, and (3) the original elevation. The mitigation includes concrete rather than asphalt surface 
and footings on both sides of the trail. This design should stop the flood waters from under-cutting the asphalt and 
causing failure of the trail surface and bed. 
 
The concern voiced by the landowners was that the original trail bed 
served as a dike minimizing water running into and across the crop field 
on the north side of the trail. Lowering the trail grade would allow an 
excessive amount of flood water to enter the field even when the creek is 
at minimal flood stage. Also, there is major concern that the new C Ave 
bridge will impede water flow causing additional impacts of flooding 
upstream. This belief is contrary to what the County Engineer predicts 
will happen in the vicinity of the new C Ave bridge. 
 
The Conservation Board is concerned that this portion of the trail has 
received extensive damage on three occasions since the Board took on 
management in 2007. Also, replaced rail bed ballast and materials do not hold in flood events. Etzel also cautioned that 
proposing alternate plans to FEMA may further delay repairs to the trail.  
 
The Board was not favorable of leaving the trail at the original elevation but felt that they did not have an option at this 
time that would allow the repair project to proceed. It was begrudgingly moved by Adolphs, seconded Atchison that 
FEMA be approached with an alternate proposal including leaving the trail at the original elevation but including footing 
and concrete trail surface, and placing and compacting materials more resistant to flood damage, carried. (All voting 
aye) 
 
The Board discussed their increasing concerns regarding the number of times the trail has been damaged by flood 
waters in the short period of time they have managed it and the ongoing cost to the county to keep returning it to a 
useable trail surface. The County Board of Supervisors have also voiced concerns about this ongoing issue. 
 
After considerable discussion it was moved by Graff, seconded Adolphs that if significant flood damage occurs again in 
the future at the mitigation site (and/or other portions of the trail that keep experiencing repeated damage) that this will 
be unacceptable and the Conservation Board is not agreeable to continue funding the repairs, carried. (All voting aye) 
 
Crop Leases The Board considered bids received to crop the three crop fields managed by the Conservation Board. 
The following bids had been received: 
 

  Total Amount Bid Per Acre Bid 

    Hansen Heritage   Hansen Heritage 

Bidder Reinig Parcel C Wetlands Reinig Parcel C Wetlands 

Husak, Gerald 5,813.62     157.12     

Kupka, Rick     13,230.00     210.00 

Schild, Eric     10,500.00     166.67 

Wobeter, Clint  6,600.00 3,700.00 11,655.00 178.38 185.00 185.00 

    



    Hansen Heritage   

Description Reinig Parcel C Wetlands   

Length of lease 2 yr 2 yr 3 yr   

Crop corn, bean corn, bean Be, Co, Be   

Acres 18.50 10.00 21.00       

 
The Board noted a significant decrease in the amount bid from two years ago. 
 
It was moved by Adolphs, seconded Atchison that the following bids be accepted, carried. (All voting aye) 
 

Facility Length of Lease 
Size of crop field 

Name of Bidder Total Bid 

Hansen- Parcel C 2 year, 10 acres Wobeter, Clint;  
Koster, Kam 

$3,700.00 

Heritage Wetlands 
Wildlife Area 

3 years, 21 acres Kupka, Rick $13,230.00 

Reinig Wildlife Refuge 2 year, 18.5 acres Wobeter, Clint;  
Koster, Kam 

$6,600.00 

 
 
After discussion of assorted conservation topics it was moved by Graff, seconded Adolphs to adjourn, carried. 
Adjourned 9:00 p.m.. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

______________________                                               ______________________ 
CHAIR                                                                            VICE-CHAIR 


