
The Tama County Conservation Board met in regular session on Wednesday, November 5, 2014, in the library, Tama 
County Nature Center, Otter Creek Park.  
 
Acting-Chairman Wrage called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.. Members present were: Adolphs, Atchison, and 
Wrage. Also present: Etzel. [Note: Wrage is serving as acting-chair and Adolphs serving as acting vice-chair due to 
Keenan’s absence.] 

Minutes from the regular session of October 8, 2014, were read. It was moved by Adolphs, seconded Atchison to 
accept the minutes as read, carried. (All voting aye) 

The following bills were presented: 
TO BE PAID FROM 
GEN'L FUND 

   

  Amount of 

Bill 

Category 

Total 

0001-22-6100-100-

661 Salary- 

Director 

   

Etzel, Robert 24Oct14   Monthly salary for September 4,026.33 4,026.33 

0001-22-6100-000-

26000 Office 

Supplies 

   

Staples #1545556002 ink, paper, post cards 148.04 148.04 

0001-22-6100-000-

41200 Postage 

   

Etzel, Robert As per one receipt 5.95  

Postmaster 100 stamps @ $0.49 ea 49.00  

  54.95 54.95 

0001-22-6100-00-

41400 Telephones 

   

Verizon 16Oct14, 484-2231 (office) 13.79  

 16Oct14,  484-5314 (shop) 14.97  

 19Oct14, 484-4157 (payphone) 15.75  

Windstream 19Oct14, 484-2231 (office), 484-4157 (payphone) 133.66  

 19Oct14, 484-5314 (shop) 57.96  

  236.13 236.13 

0001-6110-100-22-

223 Salary- Main 

Supervisor 

   

Wise, Craig 10-Oct-14 1,646.40  

 24-Oct-14 1,646.40  

  3,292.80 3,292.80 

0001-6110-101-22-

224 Salary 

   

Bergmann, Sandy 10-Oct-14 603.13  

 24-Oct-14 309.38  

Strellner, Aaron 10-Oct-14 525.25  

 24-Oct-14 261.25  

  1,699.01 1,699.01 

0001-6110-101-22-

226 Salary- 

Conserv Tech 

   

Dolash, Ron 10-Oct-14 1,511.20  



 24-Oct-14 1,511.20  

  3,022.40 3,022.40 

001-22-6110-000-

25050 Fuel 

   

New Century FS, 

Inc. 

#006176 20Aug14, 243.2 gals unleaded @ $2.6949/gl 655.40  

 FET (LUST) 0.24  

 State fuel tax @ $0.19/gl 46.21  

 Hazmat Handling fee 2.19  

 #006177, 20Aug14, 161.2 gals DXGLD ULSD 15 ppm @ 
$3.0263/gl 

487.84  

 FET (LUST) 0.16  

 Hazmat Handling fee 1.45  

 #006427, 29Sep14, 216.1 gals unleaded gasohol @ 
$2.5660/gl 

554.51  

 FET (LUST) 0.22  

 State fuel tax @ $0.19/gl 41.06  

 Hazmat Handling fee 1.94  

 #006428, 29Sep14, 238.0 gals DX GLD ULSD @ 
$2.8278/gl 

673.02  

 FET (LUST) 0.24  

 Hazmat Handling fee 2.14  

  2,466.62 2,466.62 

0001-22-6110-000-

25350 Tires & 

Tubes 

   

Z Line Tire & 

Repair 

#1-94207 16x650/750-8 TR-13 tube, mower tire repair 15.63 15.63 

0001-22-6110-000-

25450 Mt Veh- 

Minor Repair 

   

J&V Auto Parts #472469, oil filter, 15W40 oil, fuel filter (3), air filter 137.65  

 #472119, oil dry, adhesive, grease (4), wiper blades ('08 
Ford), 15W40 

96.83  

 #472210 brake line, brake fluid, gear oil, air filter ('08 
Ford), brake cleaner 

48.65  

  283.13 283.13 

0001-22-6110-000-

29252 Main & 

Supplies 

   

Des Moines YMCA 

Camp 

#829 Two programs- 55th Anniversary Celebration- 
5Oct14 

300.00  

Dolezal Farm 

Supply 

#0081075 winter rye (2),pasture mix (2); #0080963 straw 
bales (5);#0080903 pasture Mix (4), 

425.00  

 winter rye (4)   

Electric Supply of 

Marshalltown 

#1158572 Superior AO159 fixture (2) 24.42  

Etzel, Robert 28Oct14, registration- Etzel, Wise- District 1 meeting- 
Polk County 

20.00  

Manatt's #747612 Ike's- sand 5.49  

Menard's #76055, cabinet for basement of residence 199.99  

Paul's Ace 

Hardware 

#003594 sump pump; #003495 tapes- elec, duct and 
barricade "caution" 

176.50  



 #003676 copper- union (3/4"), elbow (3/4"), adapter, and 
hex bushing 

25.13  

Poweshiek Water 

Assoc. 

Water, TFCP  20Oct14 meter read, for Sep/Oct, Prev: 
12K, Current: 12K, Used: 0K 

35.00  

 Water, OCP- West   20Oct14 meter read, for Sep/Oct, 
Prev: 654K, Current: 683K, Used: 29K 

179.00  

 Water, OCP- East  20Oct14 meter read, for Sep/Oct, 
Prev: 319K, Current: 324K, Used: 5K 

61.90  

Premier Office 

Equipment, Inc. 

#1174061 Premier Platinum Monthly Plan for Sharp AR-
651 copier thru 27Nov14 

52.80  

Tama Co Solid 

Waste Disposal 

Landfill fees- Oct 163.50  

Thomas Co, Ltd. #3085105 work on air conditioner, main residence 254.39  

Wrage, Nathan 27Sep14 Hotel and fuel to attend IACCB Annual 
Conference in Sioux City 

295.83  

  2,218.95 2,218.95 

0001-22-6110-000-

43100 Electricity 

   

Grundy Co REC OCP thru 1Oct14, 9,854 KWH- meter #1, 706 KWH- (NC) 1,223.18  

Traer Municipal 

Utilities 

TFCP thru 15Oct14, 233 KWH 81.72  

  1,304.90 1,304.90 

 Total Bills Submitted, Gen'l Budget 14,742.56 

 
 
Moved by Atchison, seconded Adolphs to approve bills, carried. (All voting aye). 
 
Reports and Correspondence. Staff Report Etzel reported on work started or completed during October including 
Otter Creek Park- (does not include normal ongoing maintenance) off-season camp rates have gone into effect, in 
conjunction with off-season shut down the shower-house has been winterized and closed, the t-dock has been pulled, 
the kiosk winterized, the sump pump in the men’s side shower-house vault was replaced, replaced light fixtures in 
shower-house, fix retaining wall- east side of Nature Center, all furnaces have been checked, Wise & Dolash attended 
certified pesticide applicator annual training, Parcel A- Hansen Addition- pull out metal and rock fragments from old 
building site and seed site, Parcel C&D- Hansen Addition seed and harrow firebreaks, check and replace as needed 
perimeter hunting signs, service equipment, trucks and tractor, put snow plow on truck, attaché snow-blower and cab 
onto Kubota mower, Hladik Roadside Park- close for season/ 55

th
 Anniversary Celebration Board members signed 

thank yous for presenters at the event/ 1995 Chevrolet Pickup posting in Craig’s List garnered only one interested bid 
of $1,200. Will re-post Craig’s list ad./ Ike’s Tract Etzel reported on that parking lot extension has been marked, 
cleared through One Call and two loads of flux stone placed. It is hoped that volunteers will be able to auger and place 
perimeter posts during the month of November./Reinig Tract Caleb Lyon had approached Etzel regarding an old 
fenceline that adjoins a lane to his new house which is being constructed. Lyon wished to remove the old fence to 
shape the ground and seed it to grass. Steve Kenkel is drafting a fencing agreement regarding the request which will 
require Lyon to seed the property line after earth work is complete, place a 4” wooden fence post every 96 feet to 
demarcate the property line, and in the future if the owner of Caleb Lyons tract and/or his father’s, Pete Lyon’s property, 
requests to build a fence on the property line it will the responsibility of those current owners to bear the cost and labor 
of building the fence, not the county. Following completion of any new fence in the future the portion of fence using the 
right hand rule that is the responsibility of the county will revert back to the county for the purpose of on-going 
maintenance from that point forward./ Salt Creek Mitigation Acquisition  Etzel has met with the attorney who is 
drafting property transfer documents./Manatt’s Landing Repair Etzel spoke with Dan Hayes, USACE, relative to 
permits needed prior to repair of the flood damage to the bank immediately downstream of the ramp. It was determined 
the work would qualify under a Nationwide permit #3 or #13 so no formal permit application is required. Etzel has met 
with Loren Dostal and it is anticipated the repair will be completed in the next two weeks./Wolf Creek Trail A Project 
Worksheet was finally received from FEMA. Once completely reviewed by CGA and Etzel a time extension will be 
pursued and hopefully this will allow working towards bid letting on the project late this year./Account Balances A 
report was presented and discussed regarding current balances of the four accounts of the Conservation Board: Land 
Acquisition and Development (LAD), Nature Center Trust, REAP Account, and Motor Vehicle and Machinery Account. 
The Board discussed what projects these funds are planned to help finance and how these funds will be used in the 
future./Internet Access- Office Etzel reported that Windstream is not going to renew the contract with the county for 
use of the Sheriff’s radio tower. As part of the long term agreement with Iowa Telecom and then Windstream all county 



offices had received internet service at no charge. With this change Windstream is discontinuing the radios on the 
tower which provides wireless internet for the office in the Nature Center and also the County Shed located north of the 
landfill. In the short term it was expected the radio equipment will be turned over to Tama County allowing continuation 
of the internet connection but that long term options will be considered and generated by the IT person for Tama 
County. Etzel will keep the Board abreast of developments./Air Conditioner- Main residence Etzel reported the air 
conditioner at the main residence was really struggling towards the end of summer. Repair of the unit was unsuccessful 
and a new unit will need to be acquired prior to the next warm season. 
 
Staffing needs Etzel reported to the Board regarding the distribution 
of Naturalist or Environmental Education staff on County Conservation 
Boards across the state. There are currently 108 staff dedicated at 
least partially to environmental education in 81 of the 99 counties in 
Iowa. Of the eighteen counties that do not have environmental 
education staff sixteen of the counties have less than 10,000 
population. The remaining two that do not are Tama (17,767) and 
Poweshiek (18,914). Many of these counties of less than 10,000 
population may only have one staff person or very small and mainly 
seasonal staff. 
 
Of the seven counties surrounding Tama County all but Poweshiek 
have staff that are dedicated at least in part to environmental education outreach. Three of those seven counties have 
more than one full time environmental education person on staff: Benton (2), Black Hawk (5), and Jasper (2). 
 
County Conservation Boards are the leader in environmental education in the state with the largest number of staff 
generating educational opportunities that benefit their residents and visitors. These programs are of significant value to 
the children, families and adults of our counties and are significant contributors to quality of life issues.  
 
There remains a serious need to add a Park Ranger/Naturalist position. With additional acres to manage and maintain 
and the developed Nature Center it has been apparent for several years that a staff person is sorely needed. The 
Board hopes to be able to work with the Supervisors to see this become a reality.  
 
Pollinator Planting- Parcel B Hansen Addition to Otter 

Creek Lake and Park Etzel reported to the Board regarding 
the ten acre crop field in Parcel B- Hansen Addition. Parcel B 
was acquired using Wildlife Habitat Stamp funds. Etzel had 
been contacted by the DNR in early 2014 that the crop field 
should be retired and planted for wildlife habitat as part of the 
requirements for that program.  
 
Etzel recommended nine acres of the field be planted this fall 
with a dormant seeding of a pollinator mix. Pollinators, which 
include bees, butterflies, hummingbirds, and many other 
insects are species in need of essential habitat. In addition to 
the value to the pollinators the plots also make excellent 
habitat which benefit songbirds and other wildlife species. 
The nine acre parcel is adjacent to plots planted to simulate 
prairie savanna and another planted in tall grass and forb prairie species. 
 
He had contacted Jason Gritsch, Iowa DNR Private Lands Biologist, and was notified the 
plot would be eligible for 50% funding assistance under the Prairie Partners Program of 
the DNR. Etzel shared the pollinator mix that was recommended by Howard bright, Iowa 
Exchange. Total cost of the seed would be $4,320 (county share of 50% at $2,160). 
 
After discussion it was moved by Adolphs, seconded Atchison to acquire the pollinator 
mix for planting this fall on Parcel B, carried. (All voting aye) 
 
Direct Seeding- Parcel C- Hansen Addition Etzel shared information regarding the long 
range plan for the Hansen Addition regarding establishment of woodland in a portion of 
Parcel C- Hansen Addition. Information provided by Joe Herring, Iowa DNR District 
Forester, as part of the forestry plan for the Hansen Addition was relayed.  
 
Etzel shared that the crop revenues being generated by the crop fields of Parcel C- 



Hansen Addition were being set aside to help fund habitat and water quality development on the parcels. 
 
With direct seeding Herring recommended a possible mix of Black Walnut (5 bu per acre), Ash (1/2 bu per acre), and 
whatever oak is available (3 bu/acre) to be planted yet this fall. Then in the spring follow up with 200- 300 seedlings per 
acre of nursery stock including oaks, white pine, cedar, spruce, aspen, etc. 
 
It was moved by Adolphs, seconded Atchison that ten acres of the Parcel C twenty acre crop field be planted this fall by 
direct seeding, weather permitting by contracting with a professional forestry contractor, carried. (All voting aye). [Note: 
If the planting cannot be completed this fall then the planting will be done the fall of 2015.] 
 
Crop Leases The Board began discussing future crop leases for 
Parcel C- Hansen Addition and the Reining Wildlife Refuge and 
Nature Study Area. The Board members would like to explore 
whether there would be an interest to plant the parcels for seed 
generation of cover crop such as ryegrass.  
 
The Board members felt that some sort of revenue should be 
generated for the next several years on at least part of the crop 
fields but that in the long term other uses should be explored. 
Etzel will report back at the next meeting. 
 
After discussion of assorted conservation topics it was moved by 
Atchison, seconded Adolphs to adjourn, carried. Adjourned 8:35 
p.m.. 
 
 
 
 

______________________                                               ______________________ 
CHAIR                                                                            VICE-CHAIR 


